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Maybe youhave been hearing or seeing this statement recently. It is an identity statement developed from th

mutual ministry visioning event held at the history museum. It is just one of the many things that your vestry has be
working on over the last several mihs.
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Some of the others things the vestry has been working on range from more banal including updating the secul
system, adding deadbolts to many of the exterior doors, looking at exterior lighting for the parish house, and preparing
the annual me@ng coming up at the end of January to more paramount items such as the identity statement above
approving new bylaws for the preschool board, as well as, their 2017 budget.

We also approved a difficult congregational budget for 2017, attempting togolloD2 RQa O f € AY
mission of the church while being fiscally responsible and ensuring sustainability with the resources of the congregati
We are very blessed as a church; however, the difficulties with respect to the gap between expshgdsdges is not
new. Pray for discernment with respect to stewardship and make your gifts in grateful response to God whether they be
time, talent, or treasure.

Finally we are preparing to replace 3 vestry members including myself, Carla Courtth&4irginia Roush. Serving
2y GKS @GSAGNEB Aa Fy 2LILRNIdzyAde (2 dzasS €2dz2NJ IATFHanAy
opportunity to receive and benefit from your service. If you are considering serving on the vestrgnbemgou are not
alone you will have companions, the body of Christ has many parts and the necessity of working as a body can enrich
life and deepen your relationship with God. Whether or not you are considering the vestry, please pray for peyspicacit
the election process, and if you are curious or have any questions contact the nominating committee (Myself, Carla,
Virginia) or any other vestry member about being on vestry or anything else you may have questions about.

Thanking Gd for all of you, Troy Cribbins Sr. Warden
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Annual Parish Meeting and Potluck Lunch, January 29’
Following the 10:00 Service

This year the Annual Meeting of our church community will be held following the 10:00 servic
and will begin with a potluclaround 11:15. It is our hope that this can be a wonderful gatherin
of the whole community that celebrates our mutual ministry together. Please bring a potluck i
to share. Help celebrate all that we have to be grateful for as a faith community. difmiexciting
time filled with promise and we hope you will join us.

I f youdbre new to Emmanuel you might be ask
to gather and discuss the state of the parish. We will affirm and accept the budgetedktglop
our Treasurer, Bob Huggins, and the Finance Committee, and approved by the Vestry at-
meeting on December 20 We will also elect 3 new Vestry members and delegates t
convention. You will hear from our outgoing Senior Warden, Troy Cribbirgs feom Christy
about the state of the parish and we will all celebrate and give thanks to God together for
abundance we share. We hope to see you thkdfeahmanuel 6 s Vestry

Emmanuel Winter Wonderland- Photo By: Dave Laird



Please help spread the word: We are missing all of thédt2 long white tablecloths.
If you borrowed them, please return them. Thank you!
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Christmas ThankY o u 6 s

| 6d |I'i ke to extend a huge thank you to all of the
and activities so special this year.

1 To all of our musicians who helped enliven our worship services during Advent and the 12 days of
Christmas: the choir, contemporary group, Carla on organ, Nancy on piano, Carla and Dan who lead ot
musical groups, Robert Cribbins and Al Rumsch who provided beautiful Advent music for us on the
dulcimer and recorder and Cullen Cribbins who offered ifis gn the piano during our 4:00 Christmas
Eve service.

1 To the eucharistic ministers, acolytes, all who served at the altar and our ushers for taking care of all of
details involved in each of the services.

1 To the altar guild who painstakingly anctipatly took care of decorating and preparing the church with
loving care for all of our worship services.

1 To the youth of the parish who made Christmas cookies and cards for our home bound members, to all
those who went caroling to help spread some Chastcheer and deliver the cookies, and to all who
helped with our Christmas pageant.

1 To Miranda Seldon and Lilly Hanlin for directing our Christmas pageant once again this year, to those w
supported them in making sure that all of the details came gébh Virginia Roush, and Terrye Laird
for helping to sew costumes for the pageant, to Loanne Lark who provided much of the fabric and to all
the children who participated and helped to tell the story.

1 To Doug Laird and Al Rumsch for preparing owognds, for putting up all of our Christmas lights and for
John Knutson for getting our outside Christmas tree.

1 For Terrye Laird for watching out for all of our memorial plants and roses as the temperature went belov
freezing.

It takes a whole communityijung together and offering what we can in order to provide all the extras that make
the holiday services special.
Blessings and gratitude!

Christy


https://maps.google.com/maps?ie=UTF8&hl=en&view=map&f=d&daddr=3925+Hilyard+St,+Eugene,+OR+97405-3957&geocode=Cd2P_yYS_kG4FTqWnwIdqO-p-A&t=h&z=16

Donodot BEMiansashuel 0s Annual Par i s h
Sunday, January 29 "
11:30 AM -1:00 PM

Business will include:
1 election of Vestry

1 election of convention delegates
1 discussion/affirmation of our 2017 budget
1 state of the parish by Troy and Christy
1 announcement of 2017 Senior Warden

1 beginning of a new tradition: annual award for Christian servic e!
Join us for Fellowship & Great Food as we conduct the Business of the Parish!

HEw

We are still looking for two leaders to serve on the Vestry and two to serve a
Convention Delegatedf you would like more information or you are
interested, pleaséalk to Christy, Troy or any Vestry member. Thanks!

,LISt e | Annual Reports for 2016 are neededo later
than January 24, 2017Please send your annué

reminder... | report to Joni via email in an attaches
document to:

® secretary@episcopalcoosbay.org

If you have any questions, please talk to Joni
Pastor Christy. Thank you!



mailto:secretary@episcopalcoosbay.org

Emmanuel Staff Comings and Goings!

We are excited to welcome Lois Johnson to our preschool staff as our new assistant teacher in the older clas
is new to the Coos Bay/North area and comes with a willingness to substitute in our younger class as well. W
looking forward to the aosi st ency t hat we hope she wild/l provi
finding out that she was pregnant and having her doctor recommend that she not spend so much time on he
Please keep Irina, her husband, and their baby in yourrptaye

At the same time, we are disappointed to have to say goodbye to Joni Eades, our secretary since the e
September . Unfortunately, Joni and her Himepositiond O <
Her last day will be on Janna31™. We have posted the position on Craigslist and are hopeful that we will be ab
to have a new secretary in place by the last week of January so that Joni will be able to do some training befol
leaves. Please keep all of these transitiongour prayers and help us network letting us know of anyone whao
might be interested.

Christmas Poinsettias Looking for a Home

Please help yourself to the poinsettias if you are interested in taking them home. They seem to have been
extra beautiful this year but as we enter the season following Epiphany they will need to find a new home.
Questions, talk to an Altar Guild member.

Time Apart to Connect with God & Other Women

=

You are cordially invited to attend
at Holy Redeemer Catholic Church
Sponsored by the Catholic Daughters of America
on Saturday - January 28, 2017
Several oOsessionso6o and a free |l unch

Session topics range from frugal living, genealogy, tai chi,
Bible study, fellowship, crafts and much, much more!
Registrations forms are available outside the Undercroft.
For more information, please call 541 -756 -0633



H TY0 S NER

Today in church we celebrated the baptism of Jesus and during both sq * k
we renewed our baptismal covenant (Book of Common Prayer, pg. 304 -

we went through each dhe questions | found myself reflecting on ti T
promises we make in each of the statements. | started off this article, thijs
that | would go through the wholg}
thinking that for the newsletter, summarizing myugbts will be a little more
helpful, yet it still feels too long.

| believe that our baptismal covenant is aimed at helping us realize thatwehee baptized we begin a journey
of discipleship that lasts a lifetime. In some ways | look at the questian are asked of us as guidelines for our
journey as disciples of Jesus Christ. Our respon
promise of our faith is that the darkness will never overcome the light and that we are opeerdaesus has
promised to be there to help us on our journey. At the same time, the promises that we make are hard
substantial and require us to go deeper as we draw closer to our God.

With Godbés hel p, I have bseauestions dver ehe lasit sevgeral anonths. 8Vhat do
believe is really asked of wus as disciples of Je:
about the lack of respect that | see in our nation and in our world. | struggle with $ypw leas become to exhibit

power over people and groups rather than coming a

|l osing our ability to truly |isten to someone el
sinand evi |l and darkness play i nt o -ankwhobefrs thehighsof Jedtd
Christo in the darkness to help spread Goddés | ove

A journey of discipleship implies action and our baptismal covenant is filled witmactitos:persevere, repent,
return, proclaim, seek, serve, strive, respecWhat does it really mean for me tpefsevere in resisting evil?"

AfPersevereodo is a strong word that suggests to me
might mean that when others around me are being put down, hurt, or silenced in whatever capacity, | need
willing to stand with them and do everything | <ca
strong word that speakstoem of bol dness and for me the fAgood ne
| oving and forgiving relationships. Il wonder ho

have with individuals 24/77?

AStrive foeadeasdmareg asod|thispmeedspeally Fad for me to get my arms around as
ités so huge. It seems to be talking about wor/l
wonder how that fits with our wordide refugee prdem, or questions about immigration and religious
tolerance?

ARespect the digni tHowdofl regpecetheydignityuofremmeon bke IHitter wiho caused
pain, suffering, and death for many innocent people? | think about parentinbeatimes you have to tell your
kids, Al | ove you and | always will, but | do no
certainly donot |l i ke or approve of his behdaheri 6r,
wonder i f thereds a ewgy ctto olimethdsestze, dgplpaadaoyed child ofiGod?
Perhaps that lets me still hold him accountable for his behaviors while letting go of any need for me to persol
judge him, openinghe door taespecting his dignity

Maybeéir especti agmas ghromothe ability to truly |[|ist
story? We can hone our listening skills by being mindful of the difference between listening and debating
asking wondering questions rather than putting do
for who they are, accept them amdpect their dignityeven if they are totally opposed to everything that we stand
for.

I bel i ev etforusdesgrapphe pithithesa promises we make because how can we truly offer hospital
inclusivity, or welcome to all who come through our doors unless we understand mespéet their dignity



How can we create a safe place or sanctuary for péople e x per i ence God 0 s redpaecitheir f ¢
dignity or fail to offer hospitality to all?

One of Jack&os an dAmerigan Prasidan Thesegeflaotmnsiremisd me ®f a scene in the movie
where the President, Andre8hepherd, is giving a speech defending the rights of US citizens. The speech ta
pl ace after the Presidentds most O ut s p-riend burniogtipeo n
American flag, in a rally that was opposing apartheid.

i A mea isn't easy. America is advanced citizenship. You've gotta want it bad, ‘cause it's gonna put up a fight
gonna say, 'You want free speech? Let's see you acknowledge a man whose words make your blood boll,
standing center stage and advocgtit the top of his lungs that which you would spend a lifetime opposing at th
top of yours."' You want to claim this land as the land of the free? Then the symbol of your country cannot just
flag. The symbol also has to be one of its citizens ekggdmss right to burn that flag in protest. Now show me

that, defend that, celebrate that in your <cl assro

Being a disciple of Jesus Christ, alight ar er i n our wo®lkdharsnwior&asayd
to mean more than lipervice, then we too have to be able to listen, understanespect the dignitpf someone
whose words and actions make our bl ood boil éboard
Lord, side by side to receive the grace that our God offers readily to all people.

Personally, | find this incredibly challenging, but it is {d&ving work at the same time. In the midst of it | feel

Gods loving invitatiorfor me to be wilingtob e t r ansf or med by grace. Il n s
our own journeys of discipleship. | dondt bel i e\
be open to Godés | ove and prielsle nclet ionuatseell yw efist.r a ms
|l ove of Jesus Christo while also transforming eac
Obviously, these are huge thoughts and wondering:
many answer s. Isciple ofa@sus tChriatt on & foumeya jusdlike you and | look forward to

continuing on that journey with each of you!

Epiphany blessings to you and yours!

Christy
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Pastor Christyos 8isters,Oregomver ed i n snow

Winter Is Here!
School closures, meeting cancellations, icy roads and unusual amounts of snow and winter storms have playe
havoc with the beginning of 2017. On Wednesday, Janiarpdd intended to return to Coos Bay from Sisters
in the early afternoon. Unfortunately, heavy snow and an avalanche that closed the passes made that imposs
so | returned on Thursday instead. We had over a foot of snow that night in Sisters mmdbwked out at my
car, Serenity, it became clear | wasno6t going any
wanted to as the passes were closed!

Your safety is the most important thing so this is a good time to review oeragjsnow policy that follows North
Bend and Coos Bay Schools. If they are closed our office and scheduled meetings will also most likely be clos
and cancelled. If they have a delayed start then we may or may not cancel the meetings and the woiftise will
likely be open but the hours may need to be adjusted. Church on Sundays will not be cancelled and as long as
is at least one person present with the priest we will have Eucharist. If there is no clergy person available then
will have MormmingPr ayer . The most i mportant thing is your

2017

HAPPY NEW YEAR

PLEASE NOTE: THE FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE IS JANUARY 30, 2017



PRAYER LIST
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope
in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. BPC- prayers of the people Form 4

We pray for:

Kathyn Carol Monita Roger
Addilyn Jack Laurel Cathy
Bill Zoey Cindy Carlbom Family
Andy George Alice Mary
Ruth Julie Martina Gwen
Mark Linda & Family Catherine Jake
Ron Linda Mac Jane
Gary Karsen Jane Jon
Valerie Jane Bill Rita
Therese Ed Harold Nicky
Brett Jim Loraine Lilyan
Ellen Barbara Bob Debra
Heather Natalie John Eugene
Tarynne Laura Marcia Elizabeth
Albert Amberlee & Family Ron Ricky
Christopher & Family Rose Mysesha Dianne
Bruce Mary Thomas Barbara
Virginia Melissa Endika Patti
Robert Charlene Zipirah Bill
Richard Susan Byron Lee
Marian Tony Ingrid Kathryn
Carol & Rob Susan Sharon Greg & Family
Carrie Cindy Jasmine Ed & Patty
Gall Sharon Lorna Mark
Donna David Jonathan Cammy
Cathy Connie Carolyn Dane
Joanne Virginia Floyd Shirley
Jim Karen Tess Viviana
Evelyn Marilyn Christy Rhema
Carl Taylor John Tom
Noah Vicky Dreann Juanita
Maureen Ruth Mary Sue John
Paul Mei Jane Arnold
Leona John Steve Dick
David Megan Julie Jean
Gloria Barbara Gail Don

Teri Michael John Gwen
Pat Carol Kelley Scott
Wayne Chris Kayla Mason
Father Tom Don Darrell Steve
Shawn Trevor Caila Tracy
Dean Gordon Oliver Carma
Connie Vickie Sid Louie
Laura Tasha Davis Jason
Pete Gary Gary Irina & baby
Joe Paige






